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~~ % The Play’s the thing !’°—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 


Covent Carden Theatre. 

LasT night Auber’s new grand Opera, called Gustavus the 
Third ; or, the Masked Bail, which has been so long in pre- 
paration at this Theatre, was brought out with a. degree of 
splendour almost unexampled in this country. It was received 
throughout in such a flattering manner that Mr. Bartley, at the 
termination, was warranted in saying that the audience by their 
kind approbation hed sanctioned its announcement for repetition 
every evening. Mr. Planché has been the adaptor, and as it was 
necessary, from the circumstance of the part of Gustavus being 
= to Warde, who cannot sing, to make some alteration in 

e plot, he has judiciously made his version of the story to come 
much nearer historical facts than M. Scribe did, who made Gus- 
tuvus in love with Madame Ankarstrom, whose husband was 
represented as being Prime Minister, and chief favorite of the 
King. The following is an outline of the plot: 

Gustavus having just signed the pardon and recall of Ankar- 
strom, (H. Phillips,) from banishment, is requested by his se- 
cretary to sign the banishment of a sorceress Arvedson, (Mrs. 
Fitzwilliam,) this he refuses to do, and announces his intention 
of visiting her dwelling to judge for himself of her guilt ; whilst 
there he is near falling inio the hands of a band of conspirators 
headed by Counts De Horn and Ribbing, he is however saved by. 
the timely arrival of his friends, who, like him, are disguised as 
sailors. During his visit to Arvedson, the King overhears. Mad. 
Ankerstrom, (Miss Inverarity,) ask for some spell to quench an 
unholy flame, and on the sorceress desiring her to proceed at 
midnight to a lone place to gather herbs, he determines to follow 
her ; just as he has discovered himself to the lady, Ankarstrom 
joins them, and informs the King that the conspirators are in pur- 
suit of him, and urges him to fly. Atter some delay, he leaves 
Madame Ankarstrom veiled in the hands of her husband, and the 
conspirators disappointed of finding the King are about to kill 
Ankarstrom, when the lady throws herself before him and owns 
herself his wife. Ankarstrom stung with jealousy then joins in 
the plot against the King’s life, and at the Masquerade which 
takes place the next evening, shoots him. The King js repeatedly 
warned of the wicked intentions of his enemies, even just as he 
is entering the Opera-house, a letter is put into his hand warning 
him, but by the artful insinuation that it is meant to intimidate 
him, he resolves to disregard the friendly counsel it contained. 

So much for the story, and now for the music; Mr. T. Cooke 
has adapted it to our stage with great skill and judgment, and we 
must say, that although it may not be equal to Masantello, or 
Fra Diavolo, it is still worthy the composer of those two 
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beautiful Operas, The overture is spirited, and the chorusses are 
beautiful, highly dramatic and expressive, and # is but justice to 
say that they were given with a truth and effect never surpassed 
even by the German choristers ; the one ending the first act called 
forth shouts of applause, and an enthusiastic encore. We have 
reserved, aS a bonne bouche, the Masquerade scene, which 
is beyond doubt the most splendid coup d’eil we ever saw ina 
Theatre ; it represents a saloon of immense size, illuminated jn 
the most brilliant manner, and crowded with masqueraders ; when 
the scene opened on this gorgeous display, the audience testified 
their delight by repeated cheers, which were repeated when the 
green curtain fell. We trust that the attraction of this Opera 
will repay the lessee for the outlay which must have been im- 
mense.—The house last night was crowded to the roof. 


Hap-narket Cheatre. 
Love in a Village, Uncle John, and The Sultan, were played 
here, last night, for the Benefit of Miss Eliza Paton. , 


Fashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatricat Observer. 

Dear Mr. Eprror,—I address you from Tug Union, just through Temple 
Bar, kept by Bacon, “ late of the Cock,““—had a capital Chop, real Cognac, 
all moderate—recommend my friends to pop in—won‘t intrude—all snug—but 
beg pardon, just wish to say a word, hope I don’t intrude—will you excuse 
me, I have to mention, that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my 
friends, & the fashionable world, at one or other of theGrand Lounges about town. 

‘Monday, call at the Queen’s Bazaar. Oxford Street, to see the beautiful copy 
of Martin’s Belshazzar's Feast, painted expressly, with Dioramic effect, by 
H.Sebron for this Establishment.—This is the Picture that excited so much 
curiosity in the Court of Chancery, for which the Vice Chancellor refused the 
Anjunction—found it crowded to suffocation. T'he Physiorama, containing 14 
views, has been added to theDiorama, forming together one Exhibiton for a 1s 

Afterwards pop in a few doors higher up to mon ami, Palmer,jun. just located 
from St. James’s-st.—his new Dressing Case ia positively a ‘ Portable Toilet,’ 
a Travelling requisite—so pretty—so cheap.—Aunt Paulina promises me one 
for a Christmas Box!!! 

But stop, I must run to that well established emporium of fashion, The 
Western Exchange Bazaar, Old Bond Street, all my country cousins are wait- 
ing for my opinion before they make the purchases ;—and then we visit, in the 
gallery above, that astonishing specimen of human industry, The Model of 
London, where every man may find his own dwelling, if he has one. —120,000 
Houses!!—140 Churches!!! ‘ 

Ashamed of the rain penetrating my Beaver, determined “ to set my crown 
upon a cast,’? dropt into Perring’s, 85, Strand, purchased one equal to Vestris 
in beauty and durability, and as waterproof as Jack Reeve—quite a bargain, 
enly a Guinea. 

Tuesday, I have a great treat by lounging for an hour or two at the Suffolk 
Street Gallery, contemplating the choice specimens of the British School of 
Painting which adorn its walls. Everybody must go, for the artist, the con- 
noisseur, and the mere des@uvre, will be equally delighted and instructed. 

Monday and Thursday dine at the Table d'Hote provided by Evans, formerly 
atCoventGardenTheatre, at his hotel, late Joy s,Piazza—served with elegance, 
enlivened with the singing and wit of his brother actors.--Can have a Chop,&c.. 
for Supper here as cheap as at his old house in Maiden Lane. 

On Friday, I examine Miss Linweod’s curious Needle- Work, in Leicester 
Square—just added other beautiful specimens of her art. 

Several of my friends having been misled by external appearances. and popped 
into the wrong shop, I would recommend them in future to order theirg Wines 
and Spirits by post, as there can be no mistake in directing letters to Brett's 
Patent Brandy Depot, 109, Drury Lane. : 

How Macready shines to-night, says I, at Drury— Mrs P. instantly asked me 
this Con.—‘Who is the most shiniag and reflecting man, & the greatest friend 
to the Polish cause in London ?” looked at my brilliant boots, and exclaimed 
“Robert Warren!’ «Isn't that a good one ?—but I intrude, beg pardon 

Your’s, &. PAUL PRY. 





























Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 


This Evening, (2nd time,) a new Grand Historical Opera, called 


Gustavus the Third; 


OR, THE MASKED BALL, 


With the Music of that Opera hy Auber, for the 2nd time in this Country, 
adapted by Mr. T. Cooke. 
The Scenery, whichis on a scale of Magnitude never before attempted in this country, 
by Messrs Grieve and Assistants. 
The Decorations by Mr Bradwell—Machinery by Mr Sloman—Plumassier, Mad. 
Minon—The Costumes, by MrPalmer, MrHead, &¢—Chandeliers byMrBrookes. 


The Dances arranged byM.Anathole,engaged for the uccasion. 
The whole produced under the Direction of 


Mr. FARLE 
Gustavus the Third, Mr WARDE, 
Col, Lillienhorn, MrTEMPLETON, Count Dehorn, MrSEGUIN, 
The Baron Bjelke, Mr BAKER, 

Count D’Esseu, Mr PERKINS, Count Ribbing, Mr WILSON, 
Captain Ankarstrom, MrH. PHILLIPS, 
Conspirators, Messrs, T. Jones, S. Jones, C.Tett, S.Tett, Irwin, 
Oscar, (Favorite Page to the King,) Miss SHIRREFF, 
Pages of Honour, Mesdames, Reid, Richardson, Mears, Sutton,&c.. 
Christian Engleheart, Mr BEDFORD, 

Sailors. Mess. Allcroft, Chant, East, Galli, Healey, Miller, &c. 














Ambassadors to the Court of Sweden. Mess. Brady, Brown, &c. 


Burghers af Sweden, Peasantry, Servants, Soldiers, &c. &c. 

adame Ankarstrom, Miss INVERARITY, 

Arvedson,,..... (a Fortune-teller) ......Mrs FITZ WILLIAM, 

The following is the order of the New Scenery: 

Grand Saloon in the King’s Palace—Triumphal Arch of Queen. 
Christina—Interior of Fortune Teller’s Abude—Distant View 
of Stockholm, by Moonlight, from the Place of Public Execu-. 
tion—Norr-malm Square, in Stockholm—Apartment in the 
House of Ankarstrom—Royal Gardens, with the Fountains of 
Neptune—ThetSaloon of the Opera: at Stockholm, fitted up. 
for the Masked Ball, in which will be introduced the fashion-. 
able German Pas, principal Dancer, Mrs Vining, with Mdlles. 
Payne, Hall, Hill, Bennett, Perry, Froud, Conway, & Marsano.. 
The celebrated Danse des Folies, principal Folie, Mlle.Celeste. 
Folies, Miles. Thomasin, Fairbrother. Fenton, Ryals, &c. &e. 
A Figure Danee by Mr Payne and Mr F. Sutton—The Parisian. 
Gallopade, promenade of the characters, in which will appear 
nearly the whole of the company of the two Theatres, assisted. 
by above 250 additional members, habited in the most gorgeous 
varied costumes. The piece will terminate with the Assassi- 
nation of Gustavus, 

After which, the new Farce, called 


MyNeighbour’s Wife! 


Mr Somerton, Mr COOPER, Mr Brown, Mr MEADOWS, 
Mr Smith, Mr BARTLEY, : 
Mrs Somerton, Miss TAYLOR, Mrs Brown, Miss KENNETES, 
Mrs Smith, Miss MURRAY. 




















Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 








This Evening, the Historical Play of 


‘WILLIAM TELL. 


Gesler, MrMATHEWS, Sarnem, MrTHOMPSON, 
Struth, Mr BLANCHARD, 

Rodolph, Mr HOWE LL, Bruan, Mr MEADOWS, 
Anneli, Miss H. CAWSE, , ; 





I ie siti es sini Miss E. PHILLIPS, 
| William Tell, Mr MACREADY, 
Albert, ..00<++.+. (bis Son) iia dein Miss POOLE, 


Melechtal, Mr YOUNGE, 
Erni, Mr CATHIE, Furst, Mr FENTON 
Verner, Mr F. COOKE, Waldman, Mr Sees, 
Michael, Mr COOPER, Jagheli. Mr WOOD, _ 
Pierre, Mr IRWIN, Theodore, Mr HONNER, 


Emma, (Tell’s Wife) Mrs’ LOVELL, 
Savayarde,—Mrs sniias Mr East, MrS ‘Jones, 





To sated with, ais Grand Melo-Drama of 


OBI; 


_OR, THREE PINGER’D JACK. 


Planter: Mr F. COOKE, Overseer, Mr YARNOLD, 

‘Three Finger’d Jack, Mr T. P. COOKE, 

Tuckey, Mr WIELAND, Quashee, Mr HOWELL, 
Captain Orford, Mr W. HL PAYNE, 

Sam MrT. MATTHEW S, Jonkanoo,MrF, SUTTON, 
S.um’s Child, Miss MA RSAALL, 
Quashee’s Child, Master MARSHALL, 

Obi Framae, sos ss eee Mr BARNES, 


Attendants—Mr BECKET, and Mr RUSSELL, 
Odi Robbers. Mess Hatton,J.Cooper,Stanley,Brady ,&c. 


Rose, Mrs VINING 
Quashee’s Wife.. . Mrs PENLEY, 
Sani’s Wife, "Mrs CH ESTER, 


To-morrow, Hamlet : Hamlet, Mr Macready. 


Printed & Published every Morning, by E. & J. Thomas, Exeter Street, Exeter 
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